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healthy sign of the times as well as evidence 
of the Bible's power still to grip and hold 
the mind. 

Why Missions Do Not Succeed Better 
in Mexico 

One of the great obstacles attending the 
spread of the gospel in Mexico is the belief 
that the United States intends to annex the 
country, says Rev. Ignacio M. Lopez, 
pastor of an El Paso, Tex., church in an 



article in the December Missionary Herald. 
The people believe that, with this end in 
view, societies have been organized, which, 
under the pretext of religious aims, seek 
only political results. The article states: 
"This silly pretense, which was sown with 
malicious ingenuity by the Roman church 
for many years before Protestantism was 
known in this country, has been culti- 
vated assiduously .... from generation 
to generation." 



CHURCH EFFICIENCY 



Where Protestant Churches Thrive 

Figures showing that the Methodist 
church is chiefly a rural church were recently 
published in the Central Christian Advocate 
(Kansas City). While the statistics pertain 
to one denomination only, they may point 
to a prevailing condition in Protestantism. 
A digest of them is as follows : 60 per cent of 
the Jewish congregations of the country are 
in cities of 300,000 or over, while 5 per cent 
of the Methodists are in cities of that size; 
90 per cent of Jewish congregations are in 
cities of more than 2 5,000; 60 per cent of the 
Christian Scientists are in cities of 300,000 or 
over, and only 15 per cent are outside of 
cities; more than 50 per cent of the Roman 
Catholics are in cities of 25,000; only 10 
per cent of all Methodists of whatever name 
are in cities larger than 50,000 and less than 
15 per cent of all Methodists are in cities 
even as large as 25,000. "That is to say," 
continues the article, "that 85 per cent of 
all the Methodists there are, are in the 
country or in small towns and little cities." 

The Penalty of Liberty without 
Morality 

That the "gunmen" recently convicted 
in New York for the slaying of Herman 
Rosenthal are members of a fraternity 
recruited chiefly from the ranks of Italians 
and Jews is the gist of "Where the Gunmen 
Come from," by James Forbes, director of 



the National Association for the Prevention 
of Mendicancy, in the Outlook for November 

3°- 

Mr. Forbes claims that members of these 
two races, freed from strict parental and, in 
some cases, patriarchal restraint at home, 
are cast adrift in the stimulating atmosphere 
of western cities where they come into con- 
tact with commercialized vice, the life of the 
street, hangers-on of poolrooms and similar 
places, and finally become addicted to drugs. 
Generally speaking, underworld people are 
one-sided or defective morally or physically, 
or both. "In another generation," prophe- 
sies the author, "it is likely that men of this 
class who get into the clutches of the law 
will face tests by alienists rather than 
widely advertised criminal trials." These 
tests "will show," he continues, "in all 
instances, probably, that arrested mental 
development is symptomatic of the under- 
world." 

Foreign Missions in Chicago 

One of the more interesting phases of 
aggressive church work in our great cities is 
the work among the Chinese and Japanese. 
In Chicago, for instance, there is main- 
tained a Japanese institute. This institute 
is conducted in accordance with the general 
method of the Young Men's Christian 
Association and is already having a decided 
influence over the Japanese of the city. In 
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the dormitories there are thirty-two resi- 
dents, and the religious services are well 
attended considering the number of Japanese 
in the city. A number of conversions have 
been reported. The institute is able to 
interest a number of the prominent Japanese 
in its work. 

A significant development is also to 
be seen in the work among the Chinese. 
There is growing up in Chicago a new 
Chinese quarter to which the inhabitants of 
the older quarter are migrating. It seemed 
to the Co-operative Council of City Missions 
that there should be some rational provision 
made for co-operative religious work in the 
new quarter. Accordingly, during the past 
few months, the matter has been agitated 
and it now looks as if all the various missions 
which have been working among the 
Chinese might unite in the establishment of 
the First Chinese Evangelical Church. It 
is possible also that the Young Men's 
Christian Association may co-operate with 
the church when it is established and fur- 
nish institutional features. 

Church Federation in New York 

In the New York City Federation of 
Churches 41 denominations are represented, 
not to mention numerous rabbis who are 
termed associate members of the council. 
This great union of churches, working hand 
in hand for the betterment of mankind 
socially, morally, and religiously, is realizing 
its opportunities in the great American 
metropolis and facing problems in a sane, 
business-like fashion. 

Roman Catholic Censorship of Plays 

A much-needed social reform in regard to 
plays has been carefully worked out by the 
Catholic clergy, according to the Literary 
Digest. Plays verging upon the immoral and 
sacrilegious have from time to time fallen 
under the ban of Catholic church authorities. 
Now, as we read in several of that church's 
weekly papers, there is to be built up a 



nation-wide Catholic theatrical uplift move- 
ment. Cardinal Farley has given the plan 
his personal indorsement, and will soon 
announce the personnel of the national and 
local committees, while Miss Eliza O'B. 
Lummis, the founder of the movement, has 
already sent an outline of the organization 
scheme to every bishop in the United States 
and Canada. "Active co-operation upon 
the part of cardinals, archbishops, and 
bishops with the laity of their respective, 
diocese is asked in this concerted effort to 
bring all classes, irrespective of creed, into 
a national union for the eradication of 
immoral drama from the American stage." 
Bad plays are to be censured, good ones are 
to be supported. 

Bibles on the Fleet 

The last Sunday on which the battle- 
ships of the Atlantic fleet were in the 
harbor of New York, a company of 115 
young people distributed 24,600 portions of 
the gospels to as many men on thirty-two 
ships. Among other sailors in the harbor, 
15,000 volumes were distributed. Over 
85,000 volumes were distributed among 
immigrants landing at Ellis Island, who 
carried the books into every state of the 
Union. 

A New Victory for Christian Politics 

A significant victory for temperance 
came in West Virginia as a result of the 
recent election. The fight was waged 
chiefly by the churches and the clergy. 
The 80,000 majority simply indicates what 
the church people can do and the power 
that is theirs when they act as a unit. 

Preparing for a Better Race 

As a result of the great emphasis now 
being laid on eugenics, New York comes 
forward with an educational propaganda 
along this line. "The Society for the 
Instruction of Eugenics," with headquarters 
in New York, is announced. Its purpose is 
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"for the benefit of everyone who desires to 
give to all children moral self-protection by 
a simple and true knowledge of the science 
of life, which means, eventually, a higher 
order of morality, spirituality, intellect, and 
physical perfection for future generations." 

New Advances in Church Union 

The United Brethren and Methodist 
Protestant bodies have recently held 
through delegated committees a meeting 
to endeavor to effect an organic union. 
This union will mean a body of 500,000 
communicants, with an income of about 
$15,000,000. The educational institutions 
of both denominations will be united. 
In towns where the population does 
not warrant a continuation of both 
churches a union will be effected. In the 
case of churches able to take care of them- 
selves without union the old names will be 
retained but the administration will be from 
one source. 

The Presbyterian Bureau oi Social 
Service 

A booklet recently issued under the 
supervision of Charles Stelzle presents an 
interesting and suggestive outline of the 
social-service work now being done by the 
Presbyterian church in the United States. 
It will be recalled that in 1903 the Presby- 
terian Board of Home Missions established 
a "Workingmen's Department," which later 
became known as the "Department of 
Church and Labor." The success of this 
experiment led the General Assembly in 
191 1 to instruct the board to organize a 
"Bureau of Social Service," which should 
include the Department of Church and 
Labor, and whose function it should be 
"to study social conditions as they are 
related to the progress of the Kingdom of 
God and to suggest to the church practical 
ways of realizing the social ideals of the 
gospel." 

The various lines of work undertaken 



by this new church agency are described 
in a series of paragraphs under the following 
heads: Church Efficiency; Survey Work; 
Church Publicity; Social Service Cam- 
paigns; City Problems; Church and Labor; 
Labor Temperance Movement; Working- 
men's Mass Meetings; Shop Campaigns; 
Staff Service; Municipal Problems; Li- 
brary and Research Work. We reproduce 
from the section under the head of City 
Problems: 

"During the past ten years the popula- 
tion of the United States increased 21 per 
cent. The cities having a population of 
25,000 and over increased 55 per cent during 
the same period. The tendency of the 
population is toward the city. The church 
as a whole also increased 21 per cent from 
1900 to 1910, but it is rapidly losing strength 
in the cities. If the city is to dominate the 
nation — and it will — and if the church 
continues to lose in the city, it does not 
require a prophet to foretell the inevitable 
result. It is a simple proposition in mathe- 
matics. The church is said to preach 'a 
universal gospel,' but when the foreigner 
moves in the church usually moves out, 
thereby confessing that its gospel is effect- 
ive for the foreigner only when it is ex- 
ported. We are declaring that our gospel 
is the best and only solvent for the social 
problem, but when the masses crowd into 
the tenements, facing the most perplexing 
questions that ever troubled any people, 
the tendency on the part of the church is 
to move into 'uptown' districts or into the 
suburbs. What a challenge is the city — 
can the church meet the situation ? Either 
it will do so, or the church will soon have 
finished its work, for other forces are chal- 
lenging the church for supremacy in the 
hearts of the people. 

"The city has been the special subject 
of study with the Bureau since its organiza- 
tion. Not only have the problems of the 
city been investigated in many surveys and 
in special studies, but the Bureau has been 



132 



THE BIBLICAL WORLD 



principally concerned with methods whereby 
these problems may be got at. Probably 
the most notable achievement of the Bureau 
in the city is the Labor Temple, in lower 
New York — one of the most difficult city 
fields in America. The two years' experi- 
ment just completed has demonstrated 
that for such a field the kind of an organiza- 
tion which we set up is most successful." 

The Bureau includes among its activities 
a Correspondence Course in Applied Chris- 
tianity. Literature describing this course 
may be obtained by writing to the Bureau at 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 

One Reason Why Methodist Semi- 
naries Are Crowded 

During the year just passed the Metho- 
dist Episcopal denomination has raised 
$140,000 for the education of young men 
who are studying for the gospel ministry. 
As a result of this amount, loans can be 
made to 2,100 worthy men, divided as 
follows: New England 197; Middle States 
507; Western States 1,060; Southern 
States 283, and foreign countries 61. 

As a proof of the wide-awake and 
efficient clergy and laymen of the Methodist 
church, about 65,000 new members have 
been added to the church in the United 



States. This gives a grand total of 3,607,- 
898. The increase for 1912 was nearly 
double that of 191 1. 

Educating Laymen 

Bishop Greer of New York has, together 
with the clergy of his diocese and a number 
of laymen, organized a new church extension 
society. The idea of the society is to edu- 
cate the layman in such a manner that he 
will realize parish responsibilities. Briefly, 
the aim is to make each church, especially 
in the Bronx (New York City), a social and 
community center. It seems as if in the 
majority of great American cities almost the 
only churches able to stand in the midst of 
so-called "downtown district" with its great 
foreign population have been either Catholic 
or Episcopal. It is Bishop Greer's idea to 
make the church firmer, the work more 
effective, and the layman more alive to the 
need. 

Liberalizing Cambridge Degrees 

An effort is on foot to make the degrees 
B.D. and D.D. from Cambridge University, 
England, open to all creeds. A recent 
petition with this purpose in view was pre- 
sented to the university authorities by five 
professors of the theological faculty. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Utilizing the Local Library for 
Religions Education 

An investigation of the sections devoted 
to religious books, if such there were, in 
important libraries in different sections of 
the country, east and west, has betrayed an 
astonishing number of collections of shabby 
books, worn out externally and equally out 
of date in contents. In many cases the 
whole collection was the gift of the family of 
some minister who has long since passed 
away. Occasionally the shelves devoted to 
education have contained a few of the 
modern books on religious education. Of 



the many volumes of stories, poetry, and all 
those numerous books from modern writers 
dealing with biblical literature and the social 
aspects of biblical history, there is not a 
trace. Supposing that the present agitation 
on the question of religious and moral 
education in the public schools or apart 
from them should suddenly assume a 
militant aspect, the public library, upon 
which the public-school teacher depends so 
largely for material, would offer no adequate 
means of preparation for the presentation 
of religious teaching. 

Librarians who have been questioned 



